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BVerefore ſhall the Land mourn, and every One 
that dwelleth therein. ſhall languiſh, with the 
Beaſts of the Field, and with the Fowls of Heaven, 

yea, the Fiſhes of the Sea alſo ſhall be taken away. 


* H E Prophets of old were no leſs indul- 
; _ gently than wonderfully ſent and inſpir'd 


Calamities the reigning and prevailing Vices would 


© order to avert the other: And we, at this Time, 


like Meſſengers commiſſion'd to warn us, as for 
many juſt Reaſons, did either Neceſſity require, or 
would Time permit, I might eaſily ſhew ; yet, that 
whenever we give Way to, or allow ourſelves in 
thoſe Sins, we alſo ſhall not be unviſited with the 


cepts of Scripture were written and recorded for our 
Admonition ; and if we are determined to pay no 
Regard to the latter, we muſt feel the Effects of the 
former; for, God is the ſame, Yeſterday, To- day 
and Forever. When Iniquity is grown to any Size, 
God does not, as He very reaſonably and juſtly 
might, immediately inflict Vengeance, but firſt 


B 


to foretell and forewarn the World what 


neceſſarily and unayoidably bring down and occa- 
W fon, than to admoniſh them to refrain the one, in 


W may reaſonably conclude that, tho' we have not the 


| Afflictions of them. The Threats as well as Pre- 


ſends his Harbingers ; either Prophets, as in the 
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predominating Vices; but then it muſt be no lels 


Yet 

Days of former Ages, more immediately to ſum-M 
mon them to a ſpeedy Repentance to deprecate im. 
pending Wrath; or elſe, as in theſe Days, make, 
them ſenſible of more dreadful Puniſhments, by let. 
ting them fee and feel the Beginning of - Sorrows, i 
As much as any one may be ſurpriz'd at the Inad. 
vertency, or rather Contempt, of our-Foretather, 
ſhewn and paid to all the Predictions they were fi- 
vour'd with, to avert the Miſeries and. Calamities 
they were bringing upon themſelves, yet equal) 
mult they be aſtoniſh'd, whenever they reflect on 
the no leſs unaccountable Diſregard. paid to all as ap- 
parent Teſtimonies of Divine Reſentment. viſibly 
demonſtrated, tho' not verbally denounc'd, upon 
Sins equally calling for the Day of Wrath. © 
Prophets, indeed, were then heard, but I can fay 
no more: Prodigies are now ſeen, nor can I add any 
Thing further: If the former were only look'd upon 
as idle Tales, as I will not pronounce they were not, 
the preſent have all along been,” and are now pre- 
tended to be accounted for, without ever being ac- 
knowledged to be a Judgment, for. thoſe Sins this iſ 
Age but too apparently approves itſelf deſerving of. 
To any who reads with a ſerious and good Attention, 
the Books of the Old Teſtament, it may be Matter iſ 
of Amazement, to think Perſons ſhould be ſo deat 
to all the Denunciations pronounc'd againſt them, 
eſpecially as they were ſo plainly aſſerted, and ſo 


immediately to be inflicted upon the particular and 


aſto- 


— 


SE 
aſtoniſhing to hear Men pretend, who have not the 
Impudence to deny the Phenomena, to attribute 
natural Cauſes for them all. If I was to begin with 
you, with the firſt providential Stroke the Almigh- 
ty took to correct Mankind for their incorrigible Im- 
piety, and to ſhew you how the extraordinary Me- 


i thod of almoſt depopulating the World in order to 


extirpate the Vice and Immorality that then univer- 
Ally prevail'd, is impiouſly accounted for, in a na- 
tural and ordinary Way, without attributing it to 
any ſupernatural Cauſe, or Divine Interpoſition, I 
could dwell long enough to amaze you, and, I am 
ſure, to weary myſelf: But let me apprize you in 
few Words, which, if obſerv d, will be of more Ser- 
vice, that if Vice once prevails fo far as to call down 
for Judgment, which God grant may never be our 
Caſe, it alſo ſo far blinds the Senſes that Death and 
Conviction come only together. bY 

To enumerate all the Inſtances of God's more re- 
markably diſplaying his Vengeance upon a wicked 
and gainſaying People, recorded in Holy Writ, would 
undoubtedly take up too much of your Time, and 
as Inferences may be drawn from a few ſufficiently 
affecting, and not altogether foreign to our preſent 
Circumſtances, I ſhall content myſelf with Reflec- 
tions upon ſome the moſt conſpicuous, and at the 
ſame Time obſerve to you what Evaſions were then 
made upon their gradual Approach to aſlign all 


theſe ſupernatural Effects to natural Cauſes. 
The 
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The firſt then that I ſhall now take Notice of, ; 
the almoſt incredible Obſtinacy of the Egyptian, 
notwithſtanding all the wonderful Signs wrought be. | 
fore their Eyes, and upon themſelves, by Moſes the 
then Inſtrument of God's Power. What their more 
prevailing Sins were, which inſtigated them to ex. 
erciſe ſuch uncommon Cruelty upon the choſen Peo- 
ple of God, at this Time we. have no Occaſion to 
inquire, but ſome flagrant and heinous. ones no 
Doubt, for Vice only is the Mother of Oppreſſion: 
Here, I fay, it matters not what: Sins they were 
which render'd. the Egyptians ſo cruel, which was 
the Cauſe of thoſe Miracles manifeſted for the De- 
liverance of the Children of 1/rae/, only we are to 
take Notice how.unwilling they were, notwithſtand- 
1ng all the Demonſtration afforded them, to ac- 
knowledge any Thing of the Divine Power in them. 
Such was the Incredulity of, Pharoah, and ſo far 
was he from confeſſing any Thing of the Concur- 
rence of, Omnipotency in the three firſt Miracles ex- 
hibited before him, that he ſuffer'd himſelf to be im- 
poſed upon by a ſham. Counterfeit or Imitation of 
them by his Magicians; and Sin had not only fo 
far harden'd his Heart, but alſo blinded his Eyes, that 


he could not now diſtinguiſh between the Artifice MW 
of Man and the Power of God. Every ſucceeding MW 
miraculous Affliction, tho now no longer in the 
Power of any of his Servants either to imitate or re- 
move, which laſt we may at leaſt ſuppoſe they i 
would have been glad to have done, only ſervd MW 
when 


E314 

when that was ended, to make him more inſenſible 
to what was about to enſue ; and tho' the Miſeries 
that thereupon befel both him and his People, were 
ſuch as whilſt they were upon him could not eſcape 
forcing him to confeſs the Anguiſh and Pain he un- 
derwent ; yet to ſuch a Degree of Inſenſibility had 
Impiety harden'd him, that it is ſcarce poſſible to 
determine whether he raiſes moſt our Pity when the 
Hand of God was upon him, or our Admiration 
when the Lord was entreated. One would have 
thought the extraordinary Deaths of all the Firſt-born, 
which was the Eleventh Sign of the Almighty's Diſ- 
pleaſure, ſhould have open'd their Eyes, and ſoften'd 
their Hearts, but no ſooner did they hear that the 
Children of Iſrael were intangled in the Land, but 
the Love of their Jewels of Silver, and Jewels of 
Gold, and Raiment, ſuppreſs'd all Concern for the 
Loſs of their Infants, ſtifled all other Affection, and 
expell'd the Remembrance of former Afflictions, fa- 
tally leading them on to confeſs God in the Waves, 
where their Deaths only could prevent them diſown- 
ing Him again, 

Have not we, for ſome Years paſt, been often and 
variouſly viſited; and tho' our Ignorance which 
Way to relieve or remove any of the Calamities of 
late felt, apparently manifeſted by many fruitleſs 
Endeavours to that Purpoſe, cannot be diſputed ; 
yet what more common than to hear many pretend 
to account for them? So inlightned, and ſo wicked 


withal, is the preſent Age, that I am afraid, it 
would: 


55 | 
would be difficult for a Perſon to find a Company, 
where, if he was to advance any of the Affliction; 
we have long labour'd under, were providential 
Judgments, he would not be laugh'd at and ridi- 
cul'd: But let me be ſo plain with them as to ſay, it 
is paying too high a Complement to their Virtues, 
and ſhifting of the Imputation of Sin further than I 
can remove it, by fairly confeſſing themſelves not 
yet ripe enough for ſuch Judgments. | 

The Egyptians would own God no longer than 
they felt Him; and is it not ſo with us? When the 
Lord lately ſhook the Foundations of theEarth, what 
a Panic ſpread itſelf among the People? But no ſoon- 
er was it quiet, but they, like the Egyptians in Pur- 
ſuit after the 1/raelites, fooliſhly and ſhamefully, 
and I pray God it may not end ſo fatally, have a- 
gain follow'd after thoſe Sins which may prove as 
dangerous Companions ; and tho' they may not lead 
them into a red Sea, yet entice them into a bottom- 
leſs one. But what is it that can be urg'd, ſince 
the Beginning of Sorrows is felt, that they are not 
Forerunners of more? Do not the Beaſts of the Field 
languiſh ? And may not the Land be faid to mourn ? 
Since of one Species, which was the Glory of it, it 
has been mightily exhauſted ; and now fince the 
like raging, unaccountable Malady has begun to 
make it deſolate of another, which was the Orna- 
ment of it. What tho' that irreſiſtible Peſtilence, I 
which has had its Hecatombs for many Years, ſeem'd i 
a little appeas'd, yet now is it raging with its wont- | 


ed 


Was 

ed Fury, and declares only to abate of it's uſual 
Number of Victims, becauſe the Propagation it has 
prevented, forbids it. 

This freſh and general Attack upon a no leſs ſer- 
viceable, if not altogether ſo immediately and in- 
diſpenſably uſeful a Part of the Creation, may well 
give us an Alarm, and thoſe who were ſo haſty and 
ſo contemptibly fooliſh as to imagine or attempt to 
eſcape Divine Judgment by Flight, ſhould now be 
more than ordinarily careful to avoid it by a much 
more ſure, tho' not ſo ſpeedy a Method, Repentance, 
fince the former of their Ways is likely to be de- 
bar'd them, and that too wherein one may conclude 
they placed their greateſt Confidence. 
But ought we not to enquire, wherefore it was that 
the Land ſhould mourn ? For the ſame Cauſe that 
produced this Effect in the Days of the Prophet, 
will as aſſuredly, if it now exiſts, produce it again 
in theſe our Days. Caſt your Eyes then upon this 
Chapter, and read and conſider whether there is no 
Affinity, no Similitude between the Times. The 
Reaſon then aſſign'd was, becauſe there was no 
Truth, nor Mercy, nor Knowledge of God in the 
Land. By Swearing, and Lying, and Killing and 
Stealing, and committing Adultery, they broke out, 
and Blood touch'd Blood. Therefore, ſays the Pro- 
phet, the Land ſball mourn, and every one that 


deelleth therein ſhall languiſb, with the Beaſts of the 
Field, and with the Fowls of Heaven, yea, and the 


Fiſbes of the Sea alſo ſhall be taken away, 1 
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If this be the Caſe, what muſt we expect? For 

inſtead of aſking, where ſhall we meet with all or any 

of theſe Vices amongſt us; I am afraid after the 

moſt candid and favourable Enquiry, it may rather 

be aſk'd, where muſt we go not to meet with all? As 

to the firſt of theſe, Swearing, if you take it accord- 

- ing to the commonly receiv'd Acception of the Word, 

where muſt you go to avoid it ? Thoſe, from whoſe 

Senſe and Education you might expect to hear little 

of this, Experience but too plainly proves, they 

through Habit and Cuſtom have made too familiar 

with it, to exclude it their Diſcourſe ; and thoſe who 

owe all to their Birth or Fortune that renders them 

conſiderable or obſervable, fooliſhly conclude it, 

when more refinedly practiced, an Embelliſhment 

in Converſation. The former have not always the 

Patience, when gently rebuk'd, not to reſent, and 

| impute it to ill Manners; and the latter, if any is 

| ſo ſincerely their Friend as to admoniſh them for 

| it, have ſeldom Senſe enough to conclude, their 
| Honour, truly, is not call'd in Queſtion by it. 

This Vice has not only inſinuated itſelf into ordi- 

nary Converſation, where it may really be call'd a 

fruitleſs Sin, having neither Temptation to, or Bene- 

fit from it, but has long ſince worm'd itſelf into 

Trade and Traffic of all Kinds. Here, indeed, it 

is generally made Uſe of, what ſtands in Need of 

many Helps to ſupport it, to back 'a Lye. This is 

an Aggravation of the Sin, and exceeds the other as 

much in Wickedneſs, as that does this in Folly. 

1 | Sinful 
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Sinful as it is, yet if an Oath would fave but a Pen- 
ny in the Sale or the Purchaſe of a Commodity, the 
Practice is now become ſo familiar, that even the 
Gain of half that Sum fhall not be loſt for Want of 
many. 

If you ſtep out of the Shop or Warehouſe into the 
Streets or Highways, there may you as ſafely ven- 
ture to walk with your Eyes ſhut, without joſtling 
or preſſing againſt the Throng, as offer to paſs along 
without having your Ears ſtun'd with Oaths and 
Imprecations. It rages there, this Vice I mean, like 
the Peſtilence it may bring upon us; People of all 
Ages, and in all Circumſtances, gray Hairs not too 
old to forſake it, middle Age but too expert in the 
Uſe of it, and Infancy no ſooner able to ſpeak, but 
inſtructed in it: In ſhort, neither Age or Sex, but 
equally practice it. So far are the common and ge- 
neral Part of Mankind now; from wanting a Provo- 
cation-to tempt them to this Sin, that an Oath, for 
the moſt. Part, is the firſt Salutation: And even 
thoſe, - who go about either as real or pretended Ob- 
jets of Charity, upon a Refuſal to gratify their Re- 
queſts, or even for ſome ſeafonable Advice to In- 
duſtry, Frugality, or Sobriety, ſhall turn upon and 
curſe you by their God. As this is really and truly 
the Cafe, one would think it was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, and ſo it was thought, to make and enact penal 
Laws againſt this Vice, and they are injoin'd to be 
read in the Church, and ſo far comply'd with; but 
for the further Execution of them, I will venture to 


C | ſay 
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ſay thus much; that it is actually ſuch, as it would 
have been better no ſuch Laws had ever been made. 
I will give you my Reaſon for ſuch a ſeeming” Para. 
dox in a few Words. Human Nature is very impa- 
tient under Reſtraint, and no where ſo likely to ſtray 
as where it is forbid: Theſe Laws were intended as 
a Fence or Mound to prevent Men breaking upon 
this Vice, and naturally incited them to it; and no 
ſooner did they perceive they might do it with Im- 
punity, but One and All .concurr'd in trampling | 
down this rotten Hedge, who otherwiſe perhaps 
would contentedly have kept the common Path. 
The Laws that prohibited Men Swearing were. ſure 
to prompt them to it, and as in the Days of the Pro- 
phet, ſo alſo now, there is little Knowledge of God 
in the Land: All the Sin and Danger they look upon 
in Swearing, is only the Puniſhment it makes them 
liable to, which being ſo: long and ſo ſhamefully 
neglected, has made them more eager and earneſt 
to ſwear, becauſe it is a Breach of the Law. : 

But this is not all, tho' this is offenſive and ſhocking 
enough both to God and Man. This is productive 
of a Sin not only attended with Self-Ruin and Deſ- 
truction, but with that of the Rights and Liberties, 
Lives and Properties of as many. as have either to 
loſe, or to forfeit. I mean Perjury. Can we think 
that ſince Men pay ſo little Regard to common Oaths, 
and make ſo familiar with God, or rather uſe Him 
with ſo much Contempt, when neither tempted ot 
bribed to it, that they ſhall be intimidated at the 
FE | Sight 
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Sight of a Judge, they think they can impoſe up- 
on, from taking a falſe Oath, when allur'd to it by 
Both? No. They cannot more ſolemnly invoke 
their own Damnation before any Bench, or in any 
Court, than they frequently and cauſeleſly do it in 
the Streets: And when to turn the Balance, Re- 
venge or Premiums are thrown into the Scale, no 
Wonder it produceth ſuch Numbers of falſe Wit- 
neſſes. Juſtice has hereby of late been notoriouſly per- 
verted not only in the Courts where Bribes may more 
ſecretly be convey d, but at open and public Elections 
Corruption has made it's Appearance and gain'd 
many. The frequent Scrutinies we have had, abund- 
antly prove this: Somebody muſt undoubtedly have 
been perjur'd, and for this can we wonder that zhe 
Land ſbould mourn, or that the Beafts of the Field 
ſhould languiſh? Penal Laws are not wanting here 
alſo, but then there is ſo much Difficulty in diſcover-; 
ing and ſo many evaſive Arts to ſcreen the Agreſſor, 
beſides ſo many unaccountable Methods of bringing 
him off when detected, that Hundreds eſcape with 
Impunity, comparatively ſpeaking, for one that is 
brought to Juſtice, Fa doin Gf 
But the Prophet adds another Sin, a conſtant 
Concomitant of the former, as what was alſo inſtru- 
mental in bringing down this Judgment, viz. Ly- 
ing. And can we clear ourſelves from the Imputa- 
tion of this Sin? I doubt it much: An old Proverb, 
and they are generally the trueſt for being old, makes 
againſt us, namely, They who will ſwear, will lye. 
'Twou'd . 
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Twou'd be foreign to my preſent Diſcourſe, either 
to expoſe the Folly or Wickedneſs of this or any of 
thoſe Sins mention'd by the Prophet; my Buſineſ; 
at this Time being only to ſhew you, they now 
mightily prevail, and to declare to you the Conſe- 
quence, in order to ſtop you in the Practice. 

The little Regard that Men now-a-days have for 
Truth, is manifeſt from Breach of Promiſe; from the 
general Propagation of Slander and Calumny ; from 
falſe Inſinuations, and ſiniſter Interpretations put 
upon Men's Words and Actions, beſides a too com- 
mon publiſhing and abetting flagrant and notorious 
Falſities. A Perſon muſt have but a very narrow 
and contracted Acquaintance with this World, who 
has not frequently been moved and ſurprized at the 
Relations of his diſappointed and abuſed Friends: 
For there are not many but who have Dependencies 
of ſome kind, or other, and as few that have not by 
one or other's Treachery or Diſſimulation been fruſ- 
trated in their reaſonable Expectancies. Promiſes 
are now frequently made without either a Deſign or 
a Deſire of Performance; nay, and ſometimes more 
ſcemingly frank and outwardly ſincere, only the more 
effectually to delude the Petitioner in his imaginary 
Security. As to Slander and Calumny, if theſe are 
Evidences how little Regard is paid to Truth, what 
Age can we pitch upon that has paid leſs, for I 
never read of any more cenſorious? If nothing can 
be alledged immediately to a Perſon's Prejudice, let 
him be in what Rank or Station of Life he will, 

| ſome- 
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ſomething ſhall be hinted and inſinuated not to 
his Advantage. Let a Perſon be ever ſo cautious or 
wary, both as to his Words and Actions, as there 
are few but what will admit of double Conſtructions, 
ſo it ſeldom happens but one or other either igno- 
rantly or willfully, fooliſhly or maliciouſly; put the 
very worſt upon them : And as to forging and pub- 
liſhing notorious Falſities, every Day's . is 
but an undeniable Proof of it. 

As to the other Vices taken notice of by the Pro- 
phet, vis. Killing, Stealing, and committing Adul- 
try, there is ſomething too horrid in them to ex- 
patiate upon : The very bare mentioning them is ſuf- 
ficient to excite an Abhorrence; yet I wiſh I could 
ſay, they were Vices no where prevailing amongſt 
us. But, alas! They all, all, have their Advocates ! 
and therefore 2he Land mourneeh, 

There is little Reaſon to expect Remembrances of 
this kind, from one ſo very inferior, ſhould have any 
Regard paid to them, eſpecially ſince the malicious 
tho' fruitleſs Endeavours to ridicule even our emi- 
nent and worthy Dioceſan, for his admirable Let- 
ter on the Occaſion of the late Earthquakes, 
have by ſome been no leſs injudiciouſly applaud- 
ed, than induftriouſly diſperſed. If neither his 
Learning or his Eminency, his known and ap- 
proved ſuperior Talents, together with his high Sta- 
tion in the Church, could ſcreen him from Tafults ; 
thoſe who have nothing of all, or any of theſe to 
Protect them, may be ſure to meet with Contempt 


ſu f 
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ſufficient. However, may the ſcornful Deriders be 
the only Sufferers, and let me with ſome Degree of 
Pleaſure tell them, tho' they have too many, yet 
have they not All on their Side. 

I ſhall conclude this imperfect Diſcourſe with the 

Exhortation of the Nes from whoſe Words I took 
my Text. O Iſrael, return unto the Lord thy God; 
for thou haſt fallen by thine Iniguity. Take with you 
Words, and turn to the Lora, ſay unto Him, Tale 
away all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly ; 9 in 


bee the Fatberleſi findeth ay. Amen. 
Bethna l- Green, Nov. 18, 17 50, | | 


